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The Wood Green Warbler
Letter from the Head

Dear Parents

As | write this letter, students across the school are involved in and/or preparing for a range of exciting
activities and undertakings in the final few days of the term.

This morning saw the arrival of the school Christmas tree, a central feature of our Senior Citizens Party
next week, the presentation of a cheque for £5,000 to Helen & Douglas House in Assembly and
presentations to Year 11 about the opportunities offered by the Sixth Form next year. Tomorrow Year 8
will participate in World Day while the Under 19 Rugby XV compete in the County Vase Final. The Choir
are busy rehearsing for their performance at Blenheim Palace on Friday, and together with other
musicians, for the School Christmas Concert next week. These are all indicative of the busy term which
now draws to its close.

It began with a wonderful singing competition for Year 7 students and a very positive Academic Review
Day, swiftly followed by a highly successful Awards Evening. This was an excellent occasion attended
by students, past and present, and it was delightful to see so many students and their families join us
in this celebration of individual achievement at every level. The musical performances and the work on
display were of the highest standard and Miriam Batten, European, World and Olympic Medallist, gave
an inspiring and motivating speech, contributing to a memorable evening for all.

Once again the response of our Year 9 students to Mr Steven Frank, who spoke of his experiences as a

child in occupied Europe as part of Holocaust Day, reflected great sensitivity, maturity and humanity.

The devised performance 0The Girl who trod on hi :
Old Boot Factory in Cowley the following week, was simply superb.

Amid this season of o0goodwil|l to all peopled it is
young people to think of others in less fortunate circumstances. As you will read further they continue

to engage in a range of activities from supporting charities, hosting our annual Senior Citizens
Christmas Party, providing festive music for those in residential care to learning more about the world

they share through World Day and Work Experience.

As this term finally draws to its close may | wish you and all your families a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. | would also like to thank all your daughters and sons for the tremendous energy and
enthusiasm they have shown and contributions they have made throughout the term and to thank you,
for all your support.

The new term begins on Wednesday 4" January for all students, although some Year 11 students will be

joining staff on the INSET Day (Tuesday 3°J anuary) when designated Revi si
will be taking place. In case of adverse weather conditions please consult the school website, or tune

into the local radio stations; BBC Radio Oxford, Heart FM and Jack FM.

Staffing: Our appreciation and good wishes go to Mrs Sarah Hiner, who has been appointed to the post

of Home School Link Worker at Our Ladyds School , cl
care and support of students and their families is recognised by all involved, both in and out of schoaol,

and we wish her well in the future.

Miss CJ Savage
Headteacher
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The Wood Green Warbler

QY Helen and Douglas House QR

We were delighted to welcome Alison Hooker from Helen
and Douglas House to talk to all our students about the
work of Helen House and to receive a cheque for £5,000.

Hel en House was the worl doés
in 1982 and it provides the care and expertise to care for
children with life -shortening conditions and support their
B Lioyas T8 ‘ families.  Alison said 'We are very grateful to all the
ek | 15008 children, their parents and friends, and the staff at Wood
— - Green School for supporting
Walk and for giving us an amazing donation of £5,000. It costs over £4.5 million a year to run the two
hospice houses and we are dependent on voluntary contributions for over 80% of this amount. This
means we rely almost entirely on the generosity of our supporters in the local community to be able
to provide sustainable, specialist care for the children and young adults who visit us and support for
their families.’

| have am extremely proud of how all our students embraced the Sponsored Walk last summer and to
see what a positive difference it makes to the residents of Helen House and their families makes all our
efforts worthwhile.

By Mr Askew (Assistant Head)

Youth Speaks

Our Youth have spoken!

Wood Green students were commended for their
public speaking skills in the latest round of the Rotary
Club's Youth Speaks public speaking competition. W= - ' '} fw’??b
Wood Green's youth - represented by Sonya Boyd, . @
Rhiannon Fitzgerald and Esme Partridge (all from ' ) (N
7NJIM) - went head to head with students from five
other local schools on November 16th at Witney
Methodist Church. Accompanied by a unicorn, the
girls gave an amusing, enlightening and extremely
original presentation on a 'New Theory of Evolution'.
Despite their admirable efforts, the team was beaten
by local rival The Henry Box, who triumphed with Sonya Boyd, Rhiannon Fitzgerald and Esme
a talk about homework. Never mind; we'll be back Partridge receiving certificates from Mr Peter
next year, and we will have our revenge! And maybe Davies, Chairman of the Rotary Club.

some more of those complimentary custard creams -

Thanks, Rotary Club.

By Mr Munn
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The Wood Green Warbler

The Clothes Show Live 8 December 3"

The sixth form textiles students spent a brilliant
early at Oxford station dressed to impress in their latest fashion outfits and looking fabulous. The show
did not disappoint dlots of fashion at affordable prices, catwalk shows, celebrities, free samples, bands
and work from graduate fashion students.

The main fashion and dance show was amazingdwe had excellent seats and were really close to all the
gorgeous male models when they mingled in the audience, which set a few hearts racing!

People we met included Lucien Laviscount (Waterloo Road), Tommy Bastow (Dave-the-Laugh in Angus,
Thongs and Perfect Snogging) BB (male model), George Lamb (TV presenter) TOWIE stars, Kimberley
Wyatt (ex Pussycat Dolls) and Parade.

Lasting memories were the photos from meeting the celebrities and the whole fashion and beauty
experience.
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The Wood Green Warbler

The Design and Technology Show at the
NEC

Selected work from our D&T and Textiles students was on display at the
Design and Technology Show in Birmingham in November. This is a show
that attracts teachers from all over the UK and is an opportunity to find out
about new initiatives, good practice and modern equipment. We were
delighted to show some work from our GCSE and AS students along with
work from Carterton Community College. Teachers who visited the display
were impressed by the standard of craftsmanship in DT and the interesting
ways in which the textiles students had recycled fabric into modern bags.

Some of the amazing work produced by our GSCE
and AS D&T and Textiles students.

By Mrs Summerfield (Head of Food Technology,
Textiles and Catering)

RECIPE: Xmas Pud Biscuits

1. Preheat the oven to 180C /Gas mark 4. . .
2. Cream together the butter and sugar in a IgrEelE i
large bowl. 1759 soft unsalted butter
3. Beatinthe eggs. _ 175g caster sugar
4, Sift the flour, cocoa, baking powder and salt
into the bow! and mix in well to form a 3 eggs .
dough. 4009 plain flour
5. Wrap dough in clingfilm and put in fridge for 75g cocoa powder
at least 1 hour. 1 tsp baking powder
6.  Roll out dough to about 1/2 cm thick and cut out 12 circles using a 1 tsp salt
large cookie cutter. 200g white chocolate
7. Place on a greased or lined baking sheet and bake for 12 minutes Green writing icing
until slightly browned but still slightly spongy. They will firm up as Glace cherries, chopped
they cool.
8. When the biscuits are cool, melt the white chocolate and coat half Makes 12
the biscuit.
9. Decorate with glace cherry and green icing to resemble holly.
10. Share with your friends and family!
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The Wood Green Warbler

Senior Citizens Christmas Party
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The Wood Green Warbler

Christmas Puzzle Page

Across

1. Hung up for Santa (8)

5. 4 weeks leading up to Christmas
(6)

6. Cheery little bird often seen on
cards (5)

5 9. Prickly evergreen plant (5)

11. French for Christmas (4)

12. Shiny tree decoration (6)

6 7 8 13. Christmas hymn (5)

14. A heavenly group of angels (4)

15. JesusO0s birthplace

16. Musical instruments attached to
Santabds sleigh (11)

) Down
2. Norfolk or Bronze bird (6)

3. Tradition introduced to UK by
Prince Albert (13)

4. Archangel (7)

7. Patron saint of children (8)

8. One of Santads rein
10. Gift from the shepherds (4)

12

13 14

15

16

ATREECUTTEROGS DI LEMNA CHRISTMAS PRESENT PROBLEM

A tree-cutter has been asked to collect all nine JAMES, CHLOE and CONNOR each won a prize at a

trees, but only by walking in FOUR straight lines. Christmas party. JAMES gave his chocolate to CHLOE
in exchange for her water pistol. JAMES then

Use a pencil to trace the tree -cutter's route. You changed with CONNOR for the book. Then CHLOE

need to join all the trees with four straight lines and CONNOR swopped prizes.

without lifting your pencil. Your lines must pass

through each tree once. 1. Who now has the chocolate?

2. Who now has the water pistol?

g g g 3. Who now has the book?
_ See page 16 for solutions to these two
logic problems.
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The Wood Green Warbler

THE POETRY PAGE

The Human Brain

Towering waves, burning stars

Have all been tamed by these minds of ours.
Unknown lands, lava pits

Are quite dull, compared to this.

A remarkable organ, pink and grey
Performs miracles everyday.

So how can one perform astrophysics,

And not understand this?

A human brain. A remarkable thing, sits between,

All of our ears.

And yet some hardly use theirs.

So much potential. So much waste .

From this wonderful organ, working with haste,
To keep your heart beating and lungs breathing
To keep us Living.

By Sebastian Frankland Slack (8CMS)

Calling all Wood Green Poets

If you have written a poem, why not let others enjoy it too.
Please give a copy of it to Ms Bovington in the library so that we can publish it in the
newsletter. Thank you!
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The Wood Green Warbler

LRC NEWS

Who dunnit?

For most of this term Waves and Raves (Reading Club) has been exploring crime fiction. We learned that
there are many different types of crime writing, re
was particularly interested in O6locked roomd myster

stories and criminal capers. All of the club members were encouraged to read a book from our Crime
Book Box.

We were all especially interested in finding out about famous fictional detectives and who created

them. The favourites appeared to be Nancy Drew, Miss Marple and Inspector Morse. We were able to
watch a clip of a TV version of Agatha Christieds
Marple, and which left us all literally on a cliffhanger.

After watching the film clip, we discussed what we had been watching recently on TV of a crime
natur e. Several club members enjoyed f ol |l obDeatmig t h
P a r a ddurseetlp showing on BBC1. We concluded our study of crime fiction by playing a game of
consequences based on crime scenarios. Here is one written by Lois Glithero 8AJH. What do you think
happens next?

The Diary

We had been sitting on the beach for the best part of half an hour, listening to my geography teacher
telling us what we should and shouldndt do (mostly
were working so | had to stop writing and start listening again. To my delight | had been assigned the
cave at the end of the beach. So | set off. As | neared the entrance, | saw a pool of blood and as |
crawled in, | saw her. She was lying in the middle of the cave with her long blond hair spread out

around her, matted with bl ood. Her body was palle s
do. I pani cked; | screamed; then her eyes fluttered
For anyone following the O6Murder in the Libraryo

Wiltshire was murdered in St Librods Chapel by Mr C
Seasonds Greetings!

Mrs Donoghue

OBooked Up0O0O Revi ews

I n November Year 7 students received the book that
list and were invited to write a review of their chosen book and enter it in our competition .

The winners of the 06Booked Upd book review competi't

Laura FinMomgtaihodlaihi @1 a ROdbHei game oéDOrt i s book i
Ben Far nideorw ftoor té& ai n; yMalrl W r Bgradidenh ofkogr Hear t s 6
Grace Rafhienghostdrbd xPam NMomd@an yfoar d@dr e, dragon
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The Wood Green Warbler

Here is Lawrads review

BOOK REVIEW oMortlock by Jon Mayhew by Laura Finnigan (7GJD)

Mortlock is a great book, all about two young orphans (supposedly), who are
twins but have never met. Their names are Josie and Alfie. Josie lives with
her guardian, the circus perfor mer @
mysterious aunts visit, he becomes sick and dies. Josie has to find her

brother but also stay away from the aunts. Plus Cardamom has given Josie a
dstrange note talking about the 6amar

The book is really good, especially the prologue, which tells the reader about
the amarant and the people who found it. This tells us more information
about it, so we actually know more than the main characters. Mortlock has
lots of twists and turns which make it even more exciting as Josie and Alfie
try to find their lost father and, above all, destroy the amarant. It can be
scary at times but that just adds to the atmosphere. Also the front cover
matches the story well. In conclusion, it is a superb book and you should read
it!

Available from the school library now! 10/10 for Mortlock!

By Mrs Donoghue (Learning Resources Manager)

Author visit: Andy Briggs

On the 9th November we had the great
privilege of wel comi|ng childrenos aut hor ,
Andy Briggs to school. Andy is the author of
the successful Hero.com and Villian.net
superheroes series of books and has recently
published a exciting modern -day version of
Tarzan that will appeal to the readers of
today. He has also worked in Hollywood as a
scriptwriter for many science fiction films.

Year 7 students were entertained and
ent hrall ed by Andyds highly energetic tal k
about the importance of all types of writing
in our world. He stressed that all good
i maginative writing Andy Briggs tookvtime te chad vaitin studergsaainddsign
idead and encour aged coplesofhisfantaste hooks in thedibraky eétdupchtime.
being creative with their ideas. He explained

how he <came about getting permission to write
survival skills with an interactive challenge. Great fun was had by all!
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